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EVIDENCE OF AUSTIN STACK, 
The '4 inquiry into the circumstances 
f the death of Thomas resumed 

terday, for the ninth dev, ee Dublin City 


Previous sitting of ‘the Court was on the 18th 
inst., when the jury presented to the Coroner a 
note intimating that they desired the attend- 
ance of the Chief Secretary for Ireland, and of 
the Under Secretary, in order to discover, if 


son, and also why it was that Privilege 
airman o 


Board. and its Secretary when they . 
appeared as witnesses, ! 
mas Ashe was one of the Prisoners who | 

was forcibly fed while he wae in a weak con- 
dition, the effects of cold and starvation, and 
he was removed from the prison to the Mater 


died a few hours after a 18610 in- 
quiry was adjourned on the 18th in order to | 
hear what the Chief a say in 


Mr. Hanna, K.C. (instructed by the Chief — 
Crown Solicitor) “ppeared for the prison ay. | 
thorities, - I 
taom wh - ; FS; de -_ Mr. J. an 
instrue var. " Muggan) appeared for 
Ashe's next-of-kin, a go 

The Coroner'a Clerk at the sitting of the 
Court read a letter which had been received 
from: the Chief Secretary's Private Secretary, 
Which wag in the following terms :— 


relevant to the matter in question before the jury 


ought. in the public interest, be produced.— Yours | 
faithfully, A. P. Maoiniú.” 
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PRISONERS’ EVIDENCE. 

Austin Stack one of ibe prisoners, who was 
being examin when the Court adjourned on 
Friday, the 17th, was again called into the wit- 
ness box. In reply to questions by Mr. Dixon he | 
described how he was forcibly fed by Dr. Lowe 

d 


nose. He was not a hard labour prisoner, and | 
the doctor had not examined his heart, but felt 
his pulse. He had given orders to the Other | 
men net to resist actively. After he had opened 
his mouth Warder Waters inserted a spoon be- 


doctor inserted his finger, and put it down his | 
neck almost. He thought that sirange as none 
of the other operators had done it. When the 
tube was eventually @asertec, after great pain, 
he was unable to See, as water flowed from his | 


he thought his feeding was finished. The doctor 
asked him to re-open his month, and in reply to 
the question “ What for?” the doctor said he 
hae not yet been fed. The doctor asked him 
Which side of the throat he wished the tube to 
be inserf€d in, and witness answered—“ Straight 
down my throat.” After the failure to feed him 
the first time his eyes were somewhat drier. and 


the appearance of the doctor's face he seemed 
to be using more force than ekill; he was practi- 
cally grinding his teeth. The spoon was in his 
mouth all the time. After that attempt on the 
Soon fed him no more. Next 
u orning (Wecneeday) Dr. Dowdell, the prison 
doctor, came to him in the cel] and ex ressed 
& desire to examine him. Witness refused to al. 
low him to do so. The doctor inquired how he 
elt, and witness replied that he would not give 
I him any information whatever. 
Did you know at the time that Mr. Ashe was 
d | dead ? 1 did 
i Continuing, the witness said that Dr. Dow- 
dall told him he regarded him as his Patient, 


“I asked him," - said witness, “why it was 
he regarded me as being sick, and he said jt 
was because I wag on hunger strike. I eaid 
was I not on hunger strike on ‘Thursday and 
Friday when I was deprived of my bed and 
bedding, and was | not on hunger strike on 
Sunday and Monday, when we were in the 
punishment cells? And ] inquired the cause of 
this sudden exhibition-of interest in our condi- 
tions. Dr, Dowdall said ho: was very anxious 
about our health, and he pressed me to allow 


Did Dr. Dowdall offer any explanation to you 
for having been deprived of your bed? Ha 
told me he caueed our beds to be restored to 
us the moment he learned of their having been 
taken away. He put it to the doctor to eay if he 
did not know until Saturday the beds had been 
taken away on Thursday. The doctor replied 
that all he could say was that he caused them 
to be restored. He ‘also spoke to the doctor as 
to the prisoners having been put into basement 
cells where they were detained for twenty-four 
hours. Witness wae detained in a Punishment 
cell until Mr. Ashe had collapsed. On Monday 
morning when he was being fed by Dr. Cooke 
that doctor said that as he had made his pro- 
test, and submitted to be fed, he should now 
drink the food himeelf. Witness replied that he 
would prefer to be taken back to his cell. The 
reason the spoon was left in his mouth all the 
time was, probably, to prevent him closing his 
teeth on the doctor's finger or the tube. After 
the feeding op that Monday as he was going 
back to his cell he heard Ashe’s name been 
ealled. Asho was called out of his 
usual order, because he was one of 
& number of what was called “dificult 
risoners.” : : 
PT he witness added that he saw the feeding 
tube being sterilised on Friday evening for 
the first time. That was the day following 
that on which Dr. Lowe had given evidence 
about the feeding. Witness mentioned the 
matter to the Lord Mayor on the following 
ay, Saturday. , 
: To the Corenee—Shovicusd the tube hag 
only been passed through cold water betwoon 
the feedings, and he thought it also had 
passed through some oily substance, perhaps 
to facilitate its entry inio the throat. 


MR. HANNA'S CROSS-EX AMINATION. 


Cc xamined by Mr. Hanna, 
Whe aa“ the principal men concerned in 
the outbreak Sa Mountjoy? All the orders 
shouted me. : 
"Then pe” a & the leader? I was the ao. 
cepted leader of the men. 
rere you elected by the men or were you 
self-elected? I was elected by the first batch 
of men, and was accepted by the others as 
along. 
“ oy B “committes among you” Yes, 
That oommittee consisted of Patrick Brennan, 
Jos, M‘Donagh, Thomas Ashe, Michael Trayers, 
gy ted that committee? I a pointed 
Wh in 
éa i, wen on Thursday night after the 


Dia you hold a form of committee by shout- 
ing to uh other through the cel! doors ? Yes. 
I selected them by shouting from the cell doors 


on Thureday pin 


Healy asked to see the a, and at thiy 
ga 
e Coroner reproved the outby 


or jeered at he would ask the Coroner io 
clear the gallery. An cniortelament tax would 


g - Healy—If, Mr. Hanna goes on like -this 
it will be very high. | 

Mr. Hanna— Yes, and you will be a good help. 
The witness, answering Mr. anna, said 
that he had previous experience of prison 


it detract from your position if I 
compen tet Ashe was also a leader of the 
prisoners a Mountjoy? It would not, if it 


were a fact. 

Was he a leader? No. except that the matter 
was so grave that I thought it better to divid 
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men should act with me after ursday 
[ did not know that Mr. Ashe was aware that 
he was appointed until Friday night. 

Did you communicate with Mr. Ashe on 
Thureday night? Not particularly with Ashe. 
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